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OVERVIEW 

 

Environmental imbalance has reached hazardous levels and 

measures to curb climate change have become an international 

priority. It is therefore most appropriate and urgent that the issue of 

climate change is shared with the young generation through the 

most obvious platform : the schools. 

The government schools chosen in this project were a mix of 

primary, upper primary and secondary schools in different parts of 

Lucknow. Some primary schools lacked proper infrastructure like 

absence of desks for students, shabby rooms, broken boundary 

wall and inadequate space for games. Yet the students displayed 

considerable understanding and the dedication in some principals 

and teachers was exemplary. This allowed us to communicate the 

essentials of the environmental problems in a simple manner to 

the bright eyed students.  

As we chose to focus on both awareness and action, it was 

important to get the students interested beyond attendance. 

Besides making the presentations interactive,  stories of young 

Swedish environment activist  Greta Thunberg, events around the 

UN General Assembly, Mann ki Baat of the Prime Minister helped 

to get their attention and participation. Construction of vermi 

compost pits using fly ash bricks helped in giving a practical 

dimension to the discussion. 

An active interest taken by the students in adopting some changes 

like avoidance of plastic bags, sharing of the main learning in the 

school assembly and with parents/ grand parents, making 

committees to ensure food leftovers are disposed in the vermi 

compost pits gave us hope that the environment is now an 

understood subject for reflection and action. 

We are grateful to the HCL foundation for supporting this effort and 

hope that such  awareness raising and action opportunity is made 

available to as many schools as possible to help meet the climate 

change challenge. 



1. THE CONTEXT 

Climate change is an existential threat to mankind. The world has 

witnessed innumerable rallies and programmes in different 

countries for adopting policies and action to restore environment 

balance and arrest climate change. 

While governmental action to curb emissions is paramount, the 

role of citizens in taking steps to control environmental damage is 

equally important. In this context, there is need to spread  

knowledge and promote adoption of practices and habits that do 

not contribute to pollution. 

Some of the best places to start such an awareness programme 

are the schools and colleges where learning is shared on a wide 

variety of subjects. 

This project is organized to undertake such awareness and action 

in government run primary, upper primary and secondary schools 

in Lucknow. The purpose is both to spread knowledge and to 

explore how awareness can be translated into meaningful action 

on ground through the young mind. 

2. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

In the city of Lucknow, government run primary and upper primary 

schools are located deep inside various colonies in different areas. 

The schools attract students from families of all backgrounds 



including those from economically weaker sections. Many such 

schools have a good infrastructure supported by well trained 

teachers. Yet much needs to be done for improving infrastructure 

and education, moving away from rote teaching to more creative 

forms of education.  For example, many schools do not have 

desks and seats for students who have to sit on a dari on the floor.  

From the standpoint of environmental awareness, the challenge is 

to get the interest of the principal, teachers and the students to go 

beyond the curriculum and devote focused time on the subject. 

The challenge is even more if we expect the students and 

teachers to take part in activities relating to the environment. 

In this project, therefore, a multipronged approach was used to 

draw the attention of the students in a substantial manner. This is 

described in  some detail in the methodology below. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

A. Creation of Space for Intervention in School Education 

The ground work for this was done by HCL Foundation team that 

took formal permission from the district school authorities for 

allowing time for interaction with students at suitable hours as well 

as for construction of any demonstration equipment at the school. 



While formal permission was given in the selected schools, it still 

needed communication with the school principal and senior 

teachers to convince them of the need for active engagement in 

dialogue and action on environment. This implied meetings 

between the principals and the coordinator of the project for 

sharing the purpose and immediate benefit of awareness and 

action to the school and the students. 

B. Awareness Camps 

Introductory lectures on the problem of environment were held in 

different schools to engage the interest of the students.  

 

 



While enabling students to understand the basic environmental 

issues, it was emphasized that one can start with small actions like 

composting for improving the environment in schools and homes. 

 

A Powerpoint presentation in Jubilee Inter College 

Support material in the form of wall hanging posters were given to every 

school. 

      

 



C. Vermi Compost Pits 

For practical engagement of students in environmental action, vermi 

compost pits were constructed in all the selected schools. These were 

constructed with “fly ash” bricks, an environmentally friendly material, 

and were covered with a shed to prevent rain water from entering. 

 

The students were given detailed instructions about the use of the pit 

and its maintenance. Once the students understood the concept and its 

working, the pits were made active by putting cowdung and worms. 

 

Newly constructed vermi compost pit with shed 



D. Introducing the Challenge to Students 

The purpose of this interaction was to enable the students to move beyond 

understanding of simple environmental issues to get ready for action in personal life. 

This session was therefore taken by one of the leaders of Manavodaya in all the 

schools. 

In many cases the discussion was started by “Why is it getting very hot in the 

summer in the last few years ?”  Everyone agreed that “Yes, it is getting hot” but 

none could not give a reason. This question was used to convey the idea of global 

warming across the world. Students from classes Upper Primary level and upwards 

who had already learnt about the globe and understood emissions from factories 

were explained the concept of earth as a greenhouse due to high carbon dioxide 

content in the layer of gases above the earth that prevented the rays from the sun to 

reflect out of the earth.  In some cases the phenomenon was explained by a diagram 

on the blackboard.  It need not be mentioned that the students enjoyed such 

presentations and listened in pin drop silence. 

 



In many schools, the presentation was started by asking “Who is Greta Thunberg ?” 

Unfortunately none including the teachers could answer.  We then explained the real 

life story of Greta, the Swedish student of their age group, who had created a 

worldwide stir for protection of the environment and even addressed  the UN General 

Assembly in New York.  

While sharing of some more events like the Prime Minister’s speech from the Red 

Fort,  we challenged the students to become like Greta for sake of protecting the 

environment and take active steps in their lives to do something useful. We then 

asked students to spontaneously mention what they could do immediately. 

The list became fairly exhaustive. Some examples are given below. 

1. To share concern for the environment with parents and even grandparents. 

2. To be prepared to make a presentation to the school assembly in the morning 

3. Not to burn waste in the open as it adds to the carbon emissions. 

4. To keep two garbage bins at home : one for vegetable peels and the other for 

paper and other waste. 

5. To take a bag for shopping and avoid using plastic bags 

6. To encourage use of E rickshaw run by batteries.  

7. To stop littering the school compound and throw the waste in appropriate bins 

8. To use the vermi compost pit for composting the food waste and things like 

banana peels during lunch in the school. 

9. To take active part in tree plantation everywhere. 

10. To visit their village and ask friends or relatives to make organic fertilizer using 

vermi compost technique, plant trees as much as possible and avoid burning 

of agriculture waste.  

11.  To start making vermi compost at home using a small bin. 



The students agreed that these are practical things that they can start doing. It 

remains to be seen how many students actually become active. 

 

E. Formation of Student Committees 

For active participation of students in different aspects of environment management,  

asked students who would like to take a lead in school cleanliness, vermi compost 

management or presentation in school assemblies. On the basis of students showing 

interest, sometimes by raising hands, student committees were  formed 

   

 

for sharing of responsibilities by different students on different days of the week. A 

list is attached with this report. 

F. Competitions 

A very useful way of raising awareness is to organize art and debate competitions 

among students. We discussed this idea with the principals and with their approval 

helped the students prepare for an on-the spot art competition depicting 

environmental problems and solutions.  

Students also made verbal presentations including poems, short speeches on the 

environmental problems and were given prizes for best presentation. 



4. ENVIRONMENTAL  ACTION BY STUDENTS 

Our team visited all the  schools after a month of the challenge lectures to find out 

the impact  in terms of real work by students and were pleased to find  action on 

ground.  We present below a list of actions performed by students of some schools 

as a response to the challenge. 

 

1. Naubasta School : A students committee has been formed in classes VI, VII  

and VIII having participation of 4 to 5 active students. Of these two students 

Saniya and Shami made a presentation in the morning school assembly on 

the need for curtailing use of polythene and makin g of organic manure for 

environmental protection. The principal explained the process of vermi 

composting. 

Several students made envelops from paper and brought them to school to 

raise awareness on the need to use paper or cloth bags. 

Several students participated in tree plantation activity in the school. 

Students briefed their parents and grand parents on vermi composting. 

2. Lajpatnagar school : Student committees have been formed in classes III, IV 

and V with 6 to 8 students in each committee. 

About a dozen students from each class planted various plants and trees at 

home. 

Many students have started using cloth bags for carrying stuff 

Four students made a presentation on environment in the morning school 

assembly. 

3. Aryanagar school : Student committees have been formed in classes III, IV 

and V with 2 to 3 students in each committee. 



Nida and Mehek made a presentation in the school assembly on vermin 

composting 

Many students have started using cloth bag. 

The chaprasi of the school, Mr. Amar Bahadur,  is taking care of the vermi 

compost pit and has helped the students to plant trees in the school 

compound. 

4. Vikasnagar School : One student Mariyam of class six shared the method of 

making vermi compost with her parents and actually made one pit at home 

with the help of her father. 

Suman of class VI has a grocery store at home. She has encouraged her 

father to start using paper bags for the materials sold at the shop. 

Several students have participated in tree plantation in the school and at 

home. 

The principal has encouraged the students to use their food leftovers in the 

vermi compost pit in the morning assembly. 

Students of class VIII  raised awareness regarding not using plastic bags, not 

burning waste in their homes and neighborhood.  

Many students mentioned the use of blue and green garbage bins for 

separating garbage. 

 

5. Gazipur Bastauli school : Student committees have been formed in classes 

VI, VII and VIII with 8 to 9 students in each committee. 

The committee is playing an active role in getting students to put food leftover 

in the vermi compost pit. Javed from Class VII is using bucket to collect food 

waste and then throwing it in the pit. 



The use of cloth and paper bags at home has started. 

Rehan of class VII mentioned that he has stopped throwing food waste in the 

drain and is composting it. 

Shivam of Class VIII brought cowdung for putting in the vermi compost pit. 

Four students have started segregating garbage at home. 

Several students mentioned planting trees at home. 

6. Girls Inter College Gomtinagar :  

Student committees have been formed in classes VI, VII and VIII with 10 to 12 

students in each committee. 

Apurva of class VIII attempted to make vermin compost at home, but could 

not succeed in the absence of worms. Khushnuma of class VI has 

successfully attempted to make vermi compost at home by digging a pit and 

putting worms in it. Shivani of class  VI also made vermi compost pit at home. 

Almost all girls reported use of cloth bags at home. 

Three girls from class VIII made a presentation of causes of pollution in the 

school assembly. 

The committee members have been taking students to the vermin compost pit 

regularly. 

7. Chandan school : The student committee in class VI,VII and VIII in this 

school has only two or three members each. 

Surya and Smriti of Class VIII made presentations on method of vermi 

composting in the school assembly. 

Mujahid explained the whole concept to his grandparents in his native village. 

The students reported that all are bringing cloth bags at home. 

The principal showed a video of ill effects of polythene in the school. 



Several students planted trees in the school premises. 

 

It is clear from the reports of students from different schools that many students have 

taken the challenge of climate change seriously. It is hoped that the school 

management continues to pursue the subject with the students regularly. 

 

5. COMPETITION RESULTS 

 

A large number of students in all schools participated in the art and speech 

competition on environment. On the competition day, the paper and colors were 

provided by Manavodaya team to all the students and they were given about an hour 

and a half to make their drawings. We were pleased to note that the environmental  

issues were  picked up by the students in a very innovative manner as seen from the 

beautiful on-the-spot drawings made by the students.  

The entries were judged by both the Manavodaya team and the school teachers. 

The criteria for judgement  followed was a. overall theme, b. color combination, c. 

clarity and d. messages entered. 

Some prize winning entries are shared below. 

 

      



    

 

    

                                                                                                   

 

All the prize winning drawings were given prizes. The students who did well in oral 

presentation  of environment issues were also given prizes. The principal of every 

school was also given a token award for taking interest in the environment challenge 

programme. 



 

 

 

6.  OVERALL  LEARNING AND CONTINUING CHALLENGE 

The environment problems have reached a threshold where everyone needs to be 

well informed for corrective action. It is therefore indispensable that the schools are 

used to connect to students and their parents. 

The above project was carried out in government run schools that have multiple 

infrastructure and pedagogy problems. However, as seen from the response of the 



 students, the issues were not only well understood by the students of primary, upper 

primary and secondary sections, but they also responded with action. 

From this experience, we feel that the environmental awareness cannot be raised by 

dry presentations. They need to be clothed in the current issues and news 

emanating from different parts of the globe and presented to audience as a 

challenge with clear suggestion of steps to move forward.  

The continuing challenge is to follow up the initial awareness with programmes and 

events that highlight the issues and the urgency for action on a regular basis. This 

can be done in a participatory manner through formation of action groups and 

committees of students and teachers who are encouraged to take responsibility for 

acting on different dimensions of the problems.   

 


